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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS; 

1 . A process for forming a nonwoven^^^b 
comprising the steps of : 

melt spinning multicorppdnent filaments, 
said filaments comprising a Jd!rst polymeric 
component and a second ppiymeric component, said 
fijjet polymeric compop:^t having a faster 
solidification rat^r :han said second polymeric 
component, said/second polymeric component 
containing a^mitylene- propylene copolymer; 

j^awing said multi component filaments; 
/ naturally crimping said multi component 
f i 1 ament s ; and 

/ thereafter forming said multi component 
fi;|/aments into a nonwoven web. 

2. A process as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said second polymeric component comprises 
polyethylene. 

3. A process as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said butyl ene- propylene copolymer comprises a 
random copolymer containing up to about 20% by 
weight butylene. 

4. A process as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said butylene -propylene copolymer is added to said 
second polymeric component in an amount up to about 
10 percent by weight. 

5. A process as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said butylene -propyl ene copolymer is added to said 
second polymeric component in an amount from about 
0.5% to about 5% by weight. 

6. A process as defined in claim 2, wherein 
said first polymeric component comprises 
polypropylene . 

7. A process as defined in claim 2, wherein 
said first polymeric component comprises a material 
selected from the group consisting of nylon, 
polyester and propylene -ethylene copolymers. 
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8. A process as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said second polymeric component further comprises 
reclaimed polymers, said reclaimed polymers 
comprising polypropylene, polyethylene or 
copolymers of propylene and ethylene, 

9. A process as defined in claim 1, wherein 
said multi component filaments have a linear density 
of less than about 2 denier. 

10. A process for forming a nonwoven 
comprising the steps of 

melt spinning bicomponep.fe^'^ laments, said 
bicomponent filaments compriairig a first polymeric 
component and a second ppi^eric component, said 
first polymeric compoja^t comprising polypropylene, 
second polym^i^c component comprising a 
'xture of poly^hylene and a butylene-propylene 
copolymer ; 

drawing said bicomponent filaments; 
crimping said bicomponent filaments; and 
thereafter forming said bicomponent 
fijcaments into a nonwoven web. 

11. A process as defined in claim 10, wherein 
said bicomponent filaments are crimped by 
subjecting said filaments to a flow of a gas. 

12. A process as defined in claim 10, wherein 
said butylene-propylene copolymer is present in 
said second polymeric component in an amount from 
about 0.5% to about 5% by weight. 

13. A process as defined in claim 12, wherein 
said butylene-propylene copolymer comprises a 
random copolymer containing about 14% by weight 
butylene. 

14. A process as defined in claim 10, wherein 
said second polymeric component further comprises 
reclaimed polymers, said reclaimed polymers 
comprising polypropylene, polyethylene or 
copolymers of propylene and ethylene. 
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15. A process as defined in claim 14, wherein 
said reclaimed polymers are present in said second 
polymeric component in an amount up to about 20% by 
weight . 

16. A process as defined in claim 10, wherein 
said bicomponent filaments have a linear density of 
less than about 2 denier. 

17. A process as defined in claim 10, wherein 
said crimped bicomponent filaments contain at least 
10 crimps per inch. 

18. A nonwoven web comprising spv 
multi component crimped filaments, 
multi component crimped filagaercfs being made from at 
least a first polymer>€<component and a second 

leric compopelit, said first polymeric component 
aving a fa,s€er solidification rate than said 
second rxUymeric component, said second polymeric 
comppiient containing a butylene -propylene random 
cojs 

19. A nonwoven web as defined in claim 18, 
wherein said second polymeric component comprises 
polyethylene. 

20. A nonwoven web as defined in claim 19, 
wherein said butylene -propylene random copolymer is 
present within said second polymeric component in 
an amount up to about 5% by weight. 

21. A nonwoven web as defined in claim 20, 
wherein said first polymeric component comprises 
polypropylene . 

22. A nonwoven web as defined in claim 21, 
wherein said butylene -propylene random copolymer 
contains up to about 20% by weight butylene. 

23. A nonwoven web as defined in claim 22, 
wherein said multi component crimped filaments have 
a linear density of less than about 2 denier. 

24. A natural^w*--orimped bicomponent filament 
comprising at leaslCaQ^^irst polymeric component and 
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a second polymdric component, said first polymeric 
component havinjg a faster solidification rate than 
said second pol^eric component, said filament 
containing a crimp enhancement additive, said crimp 
enhancement additive being added in an amount 
sufficient for s^id filament to have at least 10 
crimps per inch, I said multi component filament 
having a linear c^ensity of less than about 2 
denier. 

25. A natul^^lly crimped multi component 
filament as defaned Ln claixty^^, wherein said 
filament has a liAe4rden^ty of less than about 
1.2 denier. 

26. A naturajfLly crimped multi component 
filament as definefl in claim 24, wherein said 
second polymeric component comprises polyethylene 
and wherein said crimp enhancement additive 
comprises a butyl eney propylene random copolymer and 
is contained within ^id second polymeric 
component . 

27. A naturally primped multi component 
filament as defined in Vlaim 26, wherein said first 
polymeric component comj^ises polypropylene. 

28. A process for improving the unbo 
strength of a spunbond nonwoven wgb-7-""said process 
comprising the steps of: 

incorporatin^.'^to a first polymeric 
-nent a butyl ep^^ropylene copolymer; 

melt sinning multi component filaments 
rom said fiaret polymeric component and at least a 



second pojk^nneric component, 

drawing said multi component filaments; 



thereafter forming said multi component 
filaments into a nonwoven web wherein said 
bidtylene-propylene copolymer is present in said web 
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an amo unt sufficient to incre a o ^ tho — sLr^^t itjl hT Tf 
saj-d-'lveb prior to being thermally bonded. 

29. A process as defined in claim 28, wherein 
said butylene-propylene copolymer is added to said 
first polymeric component in an amount from about 
0.5% to about 5% by weight. 



